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ABS ' RACIT

Maithilisharan Gupt (1886-1964), the national poet of India, wrote the Hindi literary work,
‘Saket’ in 1931. ‘Saket’ is a remarkable piece of poetry that is related to the great religious
epic- ‘Ramayana’. It centres on the characters of Ramayana. It is written in 12 cantos but its
ninth canto especially depicts the character of Urmila, the wife of Lakshman (the second son
of King Dashrath of Ayodhya). In literal meaning, ‘Saket’ means Ayodhya city. Gupt’s
‘Saket’ narrates the events of Ramayana from Lakshman’s view point. It is written in
dwipaada style (verses of two lines each). The work is magnificent for its use of imagery and
exploration of emotions of some characters who were not given a sufficient space in the main
narrative work of Ramayana. It expands a different experience to Ram’s Tale. The present
paper reflects on Urmila’s character as how much it is useful in fulfilment of her husband’s
promise for his brother’s(Ram) service.
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INTRODUCTION

Urmila’s character in Valmiki’s ‘Ramayana’ and Tulsidas’s ‘Ramcharitmanas’ is known only
as the wife of Lakshman. But ‘Saket’ portrays Urmila as an important character in
‘Ramayana’ without whose sacrifice Lakshman could not fulfil his duty for Ram and Sita.

Gupt uplifts Urmila’s character by giving voice to Urmila’s emotions. He deals with the
Ramayana’s characters as human beings not as Gods or ideal characters who have the effect
of their emotions and circumstances on their physical existence.
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Urmila is such a character who passes through a fourteen years phase of separation from her
husband. ‘Saket’ s ninth canto deals with Urmila’s different reactions in this period of
separation. Different psychic thoughts and reactions have been presented by Gupt to describe
the pitiful condition of Urmila. He describes her condition as a human-being as a result of
parting with her husband. The illustrations that have been extracted from ‘Saket’ put a deep
impression on the readers. They feel very close with tearful Urmila. When she separates from
her husband, she says:-

Fel SHe 7 B A

d O g &1 fost 7 99
She though desires to get the company of her husband but does not want to be an obstruction
in his path of duty for his brother. But when she feels troubled with the separation, her eyes
are fill with tears but the poet writes for her tears :-

Ted el # 9, A9 § g 7 99 9 9,
BIC 72 IS &, IS AY A FA T 17

(The poet decribes that that just as bubbles of water fall in the pool, in the same way, tears
are falling down in her heart, why should we make Urmila weak by giving her tears as the
name of tears. They are just as the bubbles of water.

In ‘Saket’, her sacrifice gets higher position than Sita. Gupt compares the characters of Sita
and Urmila and writes:-

AT S oA W ferm
W a9 98 o @ &’

(The poet wants to say that Sita was at least with her husband but Urmila suffered for her
husband’s duty. In ‘Saket’ even Ram praises to Urmila—

T @ geEmel & o FW
RO R e 36 9 W 1”7

When Laxman goes with Ram and Sita in the forest, she hides her inner feelings of desire and
consoles herself by saying:-

AT @ & @ A
B A R W
q PR & O T &

MBI of 7 & 1”7
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But she is full of tears because of separation. Her husband’s memory is now only the basis of
her life. She says:-

qq il TS diefi-iedt
G A -l
1 B el I B,
A TG AT GEH A |
Her physical condition is deteriorating day by day. The glow on her face has got lessen.
e, g A AH T
7% 3 o G F o A’ T
She says:-
BH G /B T | e A B 17

In her miserable condition, there are no selfish feelings. She suffers in parting but her only
wish is-

A-Ee gar I

q W & 9@ T 17
78 A T T S &,
SUICARE LR

But as she is a human being, many thoughts rise in her hearts. She waits for her husband
wistfully. She does not find interest in her life. She feels even the food as poison. She says to
her friends:-

W ¢ 9, Wy 9
fow & fowm s o
foT yERhT % &,
TRt A o

She does not like to eat anything. She says:-
ol =1 R, ot @ 92K,

&l oW, J F T A TR |
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There was a time when she herself used to prepare food for others but now she feels only
weeping has remained in her share. She says:-

@ fobg AR [T T T
Recite ol & ovarm @@ 1”7
But sometimes in the hope to meet to her husband, she is ready to eat every food. She says:-
g &, @& o, a9 T §, 99 HE
s & 18 2 78 omafy & ol 9%

She wants to live so that the separation period may pass easily.Her condition is so sorrowful
that the poet writes for her:

qg-afey 7 T, afq @ afemr o,
S & 39 fawe #, T STl oy (7

She is burning in the fire of love but she worships her husband in her heart thinking him as
her god.

et & B off, 9 9 |9 9,
B AT @ o ot e fawe T

Her separation with her husband becomes longer than the union. Gupt takes the help of
different natural objects to describe the pathetic condition of Urmila.

E-2q & A B
g4 fEsR W S5 It

7o § e & o g
HS M g, g &

She wishes nature to laugh, flourish and develop. She herself is sufficient to weep. She wants
to fill the nature with pouring of her tears. She is so desirous to meet to her husband that she
says:-

TE AT T 3@ A A
8IS g &7 e § off @ 36 A b,
do-d= § 3% 3@ ¥ guge @ e,

S d febet ¢ e W 99 g A dle 17
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She sees her inner wish in the whole nature:-
96 HA N b & A, T g w2,
74 AR ufREw # el A9 gie Fw o,

& s e R ga =) ©

I G & ST g8 XA X © 17
In the condition of dilemma, when she forgets the period of separation, she invites her
husband-

9o A go BF § Fedl SRl g3 FHA-oTe,

frg ® ARt A Sedt 98 A S-S,

It seemed to her asif her husband has returned back leaving his duty for Ram and Sita, so she
says to Laxman to go back and fulfil his duty. In her state of madness, she thinks that her
husband has returned back without fulfilling his duties, she gets annoyed at it. But when she
finds that it was only her madness, she becomes angry on herself and says:-

i Y § q HEed
a1y 3w, e fadar |
CELISISCIRG i

T I T o U= g |
¥e Ramwh &1 5% o ?
W e, #&b T g ah

She thinks that her husband is kind natured, so he will pardon her but she thinks she will
always feel repentant for it. She talks to herself-

T & WEl SN Al |
She thinks what he will say to her:

wafe-god € 3% 91

%g o I e a1 3= o

By | quase ¥ ? s,
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wd gl g3 A A =@ 1”7
Urmila again imagines:-

B gaed U 7 b,

afert H G 6 T T AN

When her friend asked where Urmila, Then she herself becomes surprised, she was regarding
herself as Laxman. She regains her ‘self” after same time and says:-

X &% ofRT 7 S,
aig freew or @ g3 e ?
7 foET a1 g, S -
B ger Sfiem ©

When she comes to her senses, she says to her friend-
ST & off, fade offen g3 afe o/ B
o e, e 92 @ o, A aw R 1”7

By devotion, the devotee becomes successful to be one (Soham) with God. Urmila’s state is
also of such kind. Now she has reached to state of being one with her god. In this state, she
visualises the image of her husband and says to her friend bring the brush so that she should
not forget his image-

AT, AT AR e !

ot § sfg ool |

o S FX 38 RErs,

56 o @ gedl U

5 & -l 1
In the end, she accepts her fate. She wants that that all the universe should run according to
wish of god and she would wait for her husband. God, who has assigned the pangs of

separation for her, will give her power to bear it. Her only wish is that her weeping would
become music for the universe and be beneficent to the people.

Urmila’s character which was summed up in two to four lines in Valmiki’s ‘Ramayana’ and
was given a less attention in Tulsi’s ‘Sri Ramcharitmanas’,she becomes the main heroine of
‘Saket’. Sita is with Ram, Mandavi and ShrutKirti are also with their husbands respectively
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Bharat and Shatrughana, it is only Urmila who is helpless. She has nothing that could relieve
her from the pain of separation. In her parting from her husband, she has only tears which not
only make moist to the eyes of Urmila, even the eyes of the readers of ‘Saket’ are filled with
the sorrowful condition of Urmila.

R w1 90 =8 T,

g W R @A (7

o F/ AR W iR F St 3

T3 o] & fag-a= § ey A

TR T G TR &,

g RF @ 1”7

The ninth canto ends with Gupt’s note of sympathy:-

a3 H I I A7 TEARX
fo-foret sre @ el g Sar

Urmila was bearing the load of a heavy rock of separation period. She was continuously
trying to cut this heavy rock with her tears. The closing line of the poem puts a deep
sympathetic, pitiful and emotional effect on the readers.

All the three characters are eulogized for their exemplary sacrifice.
g & fEE & aS
98§ ST WO B W F A9 TS
A A &9 T HE A FN FB W TS |
¥ o ® oY ey, S S e 1”7
S T oTafy ST TN H RN H dAR R
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