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ABS RACT

The devi mahatmyam is glory of the goddess and which text has gained a vital role in Hindu
religion. The text contains 700 verses and it is a part of markandeya purana and there are
thirteen chapters in the text. Devi mahatmyam is famous as durgasaptasati and candi patha.
Devi is described as kali,lakshmi and sarasvati and text is divided into three parts. Devi is
aidsakti and called as mahisasuramardini. Sakti’s power is originated from trimiirti
(brahma,visnu and mahesvara). She is the origin of all power.
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INTRODUCTION

The Devi mahatmyam means the glory of the goddess is a famous text in Hindu religion
which describes the victory of the Devi Durga over the devil named mahisasura . Devi
mahatmyam is known as Durgasaptasati or saptasati, candi or candi patha. The text of Devi
mahatmyam contains 700 verses and it comes from markandeya purana,the secondary
scripture of Hindus and also it was composed by the sage markandeya in 400-500 C.E.There
are thirteen(13) chapters in Devi mahatmyam which is the most valuable scripture of
shaktism. It has gained vital role in $akta ritual.Every sloka of Devi mahatmya is very
powerful and there is no ghost or evil influence looked in the way of man, when he goes out
in the night time.

Devi mahatmya 1is renowned as candi in Bengal and the people read that with full of
devotion during Navaratri and other sacred occasions. The people of Bengal believes that it
can able to vanish the all evil spirits.
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There is a special worshipping of mother god in Hindu religion. The mother- child
relationship is treated as the highest relationship in human society. Sankaracarya says
‘kuputro jayeta kvacitdapi kumata na bhavati’. A bad child may be looked in some places but
a bad mother never looked.

The Devi mahatmya describes the three forms of Devi like kali, lakshmi, and sarasvati and
the text is divided into three parts. The killing of two demons madhu and kaitabha described
in the first part of Devi mahatmya and the second part describes the killing of demon
mahisasura and the third part describes the killing of Sumbha and niSumbha.

The devi is described as kali, mahalakshmi and sarasvati in the three parts respectively.
During the time of Navaratri, devi is worshipped as kalt in first three days and as lakshmi in
the next three days and as sarasvati in the last three days. Kalt removes the evil attitudes in
our thought. Lakshmi gives the seeds of wealth and sarasvati removes the knowledge of
ignorance and gives us the proper knowledge. We are all observed that vijayadasami day as a
day of success for every starting works.

The main obstacles of human life are anger, envy,desire,ego, and impurities of our mind.
That attitudes should be removed from our mind first. Kalima is able to remove such type of
obstructions from the human life.kalt kills all devils and she is ferocious goddess,but in
another hand she cleans the mind of the people and removes the bad thoughts from our mind.

Kali is a ferocious deity for the people who possesses unthinkable thoughts. We worship
lakshmi who is the origin of all wealth.Then the people worships the goddess sarasvati who is
the source of all knowledge. She gives to man the proper knowledge. That is the real
meaning of worshipping the goddess in Devi mahatmya.

Worshipping of $akti is a major part of the hindu religion. Siva has no meaning without
sakti. The energy of lord Siva became a success when $akti creates this creation. The picture
of Ardhanari$§vara looks in every scriptures of Hindu religion which is the half siva and half
parvati(the goddess) and this is a symbol of §iva $akti relation also.

Many more forms of $iva $akti have seen in §akta cult which is parasakti, aparasakti and
para-aparasakti.Sakti is the origin of all power. The name like mataji or ma is famous in India
and abroad. $aktis power originated from Trimirti (Brhma, visnu , mahesa ) and she is the
adisakti. Everything starts from her and emerges at her. There are existed many $akti pithas
in whole india and other Asian countries.

The $akti cult is exists from pre- vedic period during 2600-2000B.C. The Rg veda which is
the first text of knowledge and other sarmhitas mentions to $ri or lakshmi. The tenth chapter
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narrates $risukta and her qualities. The meaning of khila ratri sukta is goddess Lakshmi,
sarasvatl and Kali. $atapatha Brahmana of $Sukla yajurveda describes when prajapati relaxed
at that time $ri has come from him. Taittiriya aranyaka mentions the name of goddess durga.

The sama veda describes regarding $akti and kenopanisad which related to sama Veda
describes the verses of Arjuna. Yudhisthira praised the name of Devi as mahisasura mardini
who possesses the one, four arms, four faces, a disc and bow and arrow in hand.

Navaratri

Navaratri means nine nights. Dev1 is called as “Sakti”. She is worshipped and praised for nine
days and nights in various forms like mahakali, mahalakshmi, and sarasvati. She has taken
her three incarnations from the three gods, sarasvati from Brahma, KaTi from lord $iva and
Lakshmi from visnu.

Devi kavacham

Who reads the kavacam of Devi regularly, he must lives in this world for hundred years
without facing any difficulties. This kavaca has kept the power to destroy the black magic,
poisons and all evil spirits on the earth, sky, and water. After reading this kavaca one should
recite devi mahatmyam and he can individually live in this world until to get mukti
(salvation). This kavaca is rare for devas. The man who recites this kavaca he became a part
of Devi and unconquerable in the three worlds (D. M, Devi kavaca, sloka, 51).

Devi Argala.

This is a stotra about devi. Who read this sloka of devi mahatmya, he can able to get the
material and spiritual wealth also. Devi mahatmya says Like this.

idam stotrarh pathitva tu mahastotrarm pathennarah/
Saptasatirn samaradhya varamapnoti durlabham//1

Dev1 kilakam.

Who reads this stotra he gets all the worldly objects by the grace of deity but he should
observe the prescribed rules for chanting the stotras on the fourth and fourteenth day, which
day is after the new moon. The man who reads this kilaka stotram, he became eligible to
work as an assistant of the goddess.

Worshipping of Devi in different places in india.
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Devi mahatmya contains the story of durga.In Bengal, durga is worshipped at the time of

Dussehra and Navratri in Gujarat. When the dance named graba has occurred. In north
India devt is worshipped during the jagrata. In Odisha, devi is worshipped at the time of
Dussehra in many other places and $akti pithas.

The story of Devi mahatmya.

The demon king Rambha and princess named mahishi got married and after that they had
taken birth a son, whose name was mahisasura. He could take the various forms as his own
wishes. He performed a great penance and got a boon from prajapati Brahma, by which the
granted boon he committed atrocities towards every people and devas also. Mahisa possessed
a great power and devraj Indra was defeated by him. Indra wants the help of tridev. They
look an escape route in the boon and create a lady. That lady whose name is durga. She
gained many weapons from the gods, vajra from Indra, trisula from $iva, bhal from Agni, ten
thousand sun power from the sun, lion from himavan and at last visnu gives her name as
Durga. She fights for a long battle and killed many asuras, rakshas. The last demon was
mahisa who adopted the various forms to attack, but devi could able to kill him by the
weapon like trisul of lord §iva. This is the brief story of Devi mahatmya

Devi is the creator,sustainer and destroyer of this world.

This moving and nonmoving world is created by devi and man get salvation and became free
from the birth and death by the grace of her,if devi became please,then she gives boon to his
devotees in this world.

taya visrjyate viSvam jagadetaccaracaram/
saisa prasanna varada nrnam bhavati muktaye//2

Dev1 is mother of the universe and she is the creator,when this is created and she is the
creator of this creation and also she is the destroyer at the end of the creation.

visrstou srstiriipa tvam sthitirapa ca palane/
tatha samhrtirapante jagato.sya jaganmaye//3

Brahma eulogized devi as the queen of the universe and a supporter of the creation and she is
the cause of creation and destruction of this world. She is the unparalleled goddess of lord
visnu.
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visve$varim jagadhatrimh sthitisarhharkarinim/
nidrar bhagavatim visporatulam tejsah prabhuh//4

Devi possessed a great power which is the srsti(creation), stithi(sustenance) and
vinasa(destruction). She is the personification of three gunas like sattva,rajas and tamas and
she is eternal. So Narayani, salute to you.

Srstistithivinasanarh Saktibhiite sanatani/
gunasraye gunamaye narayani namo.stu te//5

Dev1 is supreme knowledge and remover of obstacles.

Devi is the supreme knowledge, sanatani and she is the cause of mukti(salvation) and cause
of binding the man with this world. She is the goddess of all gods.

Sa vidya parama mukterhetubhiita sanatany/
Samsarabandhahetu$ca saiva sarve$vareSvari//6

In another place of Devi mahatmyam Devi is described as the supreme knowledge and she
possessed the power of illusion, the power of great intellect, the power of braveness and she
is the supreme goddess among all also.

mahavidya mahamaya mahamedha mahasmrtih/
mahamoha ca bhavati mahadevi mahasairy//7

Devi is the remover of all worldly fears of people who faced any difficulties. When one
composed mind remember her and she gives him a clear knowledge, although he has no
desires. She destroys the poverty,fear and sorrows of all and she possessed a sympathetic
heart to do well of all mankind. There is no other without goddess to all in the world.

durge smrta harasi bhitimasesajantoh
svasthaih smrta matimativa Subham dadasi/
daridryaduhkha bhayaharini ka tvadanya
sarvopakarakaranaya sadadracitta//8

Devi possessed the power of intelligence and knows the necessity of all the scriptures. The
sage says, she is durga and unattached and she takes her devotees to cross the sea of the
world. She is also lakshmi and seated on the chest of visnu. She is gauri, the partner of lord
siva and her seating place is on the body of Siva.
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medhasi devi viditakhilasastrasara
durgasi durgabhavasagar naurasanga/
sr1h kaitabharihrdayaikakrtadhivasa
gaurl tvameva Sasimaulikrapratistha//9

Man surrenders to goddess when he falls in any danger or in fire or in battle or in the midst of
intolerable difficulties. There are no misfortunes came, when goddess is prayed during the
time of any danger by all the people in this world. She is the remover of all kind of sorrows in
this living creation.

agnina dahyamanastu Satrumadhyagata rane/
visame durgame caiva bhayartah Sarnar gatah//10
na tesarm jayante kifiidSubhar rana sankate

apadarn na ca pasyanti Sokaduhkhabhayar na hi//11

Our respect to durga who is the remover of our all difficulties. Salvation to her who is the
cause of everything and who is the essence of everything

durgayani durgaparayai sarayai sarvakarinyai/
khyatyai tathaiva krspayai dhiimrayai satatrn namah//12

Dev1 is the giver of mukti.

Devi is the cause of salvation and unthinkable penances which is meant for salvation and she
is Bhagavati, to get which the monks are performed and penance and their senses are
controlled by her. She is the all knowing and the saints are praised her to get free from all the
difficulties.

ya muktihetrur vicintyamahavrata tvam
abhyasyase sainiyatendriyatatvasaraih/
moksharthibhirmunibhirstasamastadosai-
rvidyasi sa bhagavati parama hi devi//13

In another place, devi is described as the manifestation of all the creatures and the giver of all
enjoyments and salvation. She is praised and there is no word to praise her in this world and
she is greater than all.

sarvabhiita yada devi bhiktimuktipradayini/
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tvar stuta stutaye ka va bhavantu paramoktayah//14

Devi is the power of lord visnu and she possessed endless bravery. She is the parama
maya(supreme illusion) and cause of the whole universe. Devi captivated the world under her
illusion. She gives mukti(salvation), if she is pleased to anybody.

tvam vaisnavisaktiranantavirya viSvasya bijarh paramasi maya/
sammohitarh devi samastametatvarn vai prasanna bhuvi muktihetuh//15

Dev1 is the dreadful night and jewel of the woman

Dev1 possessed the power of primordial, which is the three gunas. She is the dreadful night of
deluge, the great misapprehension and the great night.

prakrtistvar ca sarvasya gunatrayavibhavini/
kalaratrirmaharatrirmoharatrisca darana//16

The sage said o devi, we are the jewel among the women mass in this world. Hence you
should come to us and we are enjoying the all gems.

striratnabhiitam tvam devi loke manyamahe vayam/
sa tvamsmanupagacha yato ratnabhuja vayam//17

The sage said in devimahatmyam, dev1 is the destroyer of all the evil works performed by the
wicked. Her beauty and magnificence are unparalleled and unbelievable by others. Her
fearlessness is the destroyer of those who have stolen the power of devas and her kindness is
like that it is poured even on enemies also.

duvrttavrttasamanam tava devi $ila m
rupar tathaitadvicintyamatulyamanyaih/
viryam ca hantr hrtdevaparakramanarm
vairsvapi prakatitaiva daya tvayetham//18

Devas said to king of demons that she (devi) is striratna (jewel of the woman) and she shines
all the quarters and shedding gloss. She presents there and you should go and see.

stiratnamaticarvango dyotayanti diSastuvisa/
sa tu tisthati daityendra tarh bhavan drastumaharsi//19
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Dev1 is the cause of all wealth and she has taken incarnation for performing the works
of god.

The person who remembers devi with full of devotion, he can able to get all the prosperity
definitely. Mother goddess must saves him who remembers her., there is no doubt. That
description verse in devi mahatmyam like this.

yestu bhaktya nityam tesam brdih prajayate/
ye tvarh smaranti devasi rakshase tann samsyah//20

She is the cause of all wealth and ruling all over the world. She possessed the power of vast
knowledge, piousness, shyness,peace,satisfaction,nutriment and tolerance also.

tvam SristvamiSvari tvar hristvarm budhirbodhalakshana/
lajja pustistatha tustisvarn $antih kshantireva ca//21

Devt has no birth . she has taken avatar for performing the works of gods. So the world says
that she is incarnated herself.

devanam karyasidharthyamavirbhavati sa yada/
utpanneti tatha loke sa nityapyabhidhiyate//22

CONCLUSION

From the above discussion it is found that , devi is the all -powerful and she possessed all
creative attitudes and she is prakrti. She created this universe and also all creatures. She is
kali,lakshmT and sarasvati and she can take every forms as per her wishes. There is no value
of this world without devi. When the creator can create with her assistance how can she is
neglected. So everybody should pray to her and take her grace which is the ultimate way of
salvation. Salvation (mukti) is the supreme ambition of all human being in this world for
ever.

Footnotes

1. Devi mahatmyam.argalastotra,sloka.27.

2. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacaritra,sloka.56
3. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacritra.sloka.76.
4. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacaritra.sloka.71.
5. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.2,sloka.11.
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6. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacaritra,sloka.58
7. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacaritra,sloka.77.
8. Devi mahatmyam,chapt.4,sloka.17.

9. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.4,slokal 1

10 .Devi mahatmyam.devi kavaca,.sloka.6.

11. Devi mahatmyam.devi kavaca,sloka?

12. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.5,sloka.12.

13. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.4,sloka.9.

14. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.2,sloka.7.

15. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.2,sloka5.

16. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacaritra,sloka.78.
17. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.5,sloka.112.

18. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.4,sloka.21.

19. Devi mahatmyam.chapt.5,sloka.92.

20. Devi mahatmyam.devi kavaca,sloka.8

21. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacaritra,sloka.79.
22. Devi mahatmyam.prathamacaritra,sloka.66.
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