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Teaching must include two major components sending and receiving information. The ever-

growing need for good communication skills in English has created a huge demand for 

English teaching around the world. Millions of people today want to improve their command 

of English or to ensure that their children achieve a good command of English. Moreover, 

opportunities to learn English are provided in many different ways such as through formal 

instruction, travel, and study abroad, as well as through the media and the Internet. The 

worldwide demand for English has created an enormous demand for quality language 

teaching and language teaching materials and resources. Learners set themselves demanding 

goals. The demand for an appropriate teaching methodology is therefore as strong as ever. 

 

This paper deals with the traditional and innovative methods and approaches of teaching 

which are critically examined, evaluated and some modifications in the delivery of knowledge 

is suggested. As such, the strengths and weaknesses of each teaching methodology are 

identified and probable modifications that can be included in traditional methods are 

suggested. It is also examines the present scenario of English language teachers as regards 

Information Communication Technology (ICT) integration and tries to determine if ICT skills 

of English language teachers in the light of existing infrastructure facilities are adequate to 

promote English language teaching and learning.  
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INTRODUCTION 

  

No doubt, English language is an international language, spoken in many countries both as 

native and as a second or foreign language. A huge amount of people use English and many 

countries that teach the English language as the global language of communication in primary 

http://globalsubject.blogspot.com/2011/07/what-is-global-language-or-how-will-you.html
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school. People should learn English to communicate between people from different countries. 

In many countries, the citizens have different tribal languages. Even though English is not a 

native language, the governments select English as an adopted national language. There are 

several reasons for this:  

 

No one tribe will have a political advantage over the others;  

 

A common language will enable people of different tribes to communicate  with each other 

without them having to learn all the other tribal languages;  

 

The government documents and laws written in English will be less subject to interpretation 

than if they had to be written separately in every tribal language;  

 

 An English-speaking population will  attract International trade and foreign tourists;   

 

The young people who speak English will be able to travel, study and work abroad more 

easily ;and   It will be easier for them to adopt new technologies, as well as to get the 

technologies that they develop exported around the world. Many groups of people want to 

influence world politics. They want to ask for help, explain their situation, or argue their 

position. If they use a language that is not understood by people around the world, they will 

not have a possibility of getting what they want. So now it can be say that English language 

is dominating in various fields like global politics, global business, diplomacy, 

entertainment, radio, science, technology, banking, computing, and medicine field and so on.  

  

The field of language education is changing at an ever-increasing rate. Traditional notions of 

education are giving way to newer, more innovative ways of thinking about how to learn, 

teach and acquire knowledge. This research report has been prepared to help educational 

leaders and teachers understand current trends in language education. If language teachers 

teach as they taught earlier, then one may not achieve the required goals of teaching English 

in the present global scenario. Therefore, it has to convert education into a sport and learning 

process has to generate interest in the students and motivate them to stay back in the 

institution than to run away from it. English language should become a fun and thrill to them 

rather than burden and boredom. This paper deals with the importance of teaching English to 

fulfill the ever-growing demands of English. The methods and approaches adopted or 

followed by teachers in the past to teach English language, the lacunae in their language 

teaching which is the second language for both teacher and students is discussed. Challenges 

before teachers in present day English language teaching, are taken up in this study. The way 

in which students can put their learning into practice in day-to-day use to fulfill their practical 

demands through effective communication skills apart from gaining command over English 

language is highlighted. 
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Methods and approaches to teaching English have developed rapidly, especially in the 

previous four decades. It is important that language learners and training managers, as well as 

teachers, understand the various teaching methods and techniques so learners are able to 

navigate the market, make educated choices, and boost their enjoyment of learning a 

language. Each teaching method is based on a particular vision of understanding the language 

or of learning processes, often using specific techniques and materials used in a set sequence. 

Language teachers adopted and followed some or all of the different methodologies listed 

below to teach the language. The main teaching methodologies are listed below in 

the chronological order of their development: 

 

GRAMMAR TRANSLATION METHOD 

 

Sometimes also known as, the Classical Method, this traditional teaching technique was used 

to teach Latin and Greek and was particularly in vogue during the 16th Century. The focus at 

this time was on the translation of texts, grammar, and rote learning of vocabulary. There was 

no emphasis on speaking and listening comprehension because Latin and Greek were taught 

more as academic subjects rather than a means of oral communication.  

 

This teaching method is still common in many countries and institutions around the world, 

and still appeals to those interested in languages from an intellectual or linguistic perspective. 

However, it does little to improve your ability to use the language for oral communication. 

As a teacher, you have already studied some of the approaches and methods used in language 

teaching. There are some features below:  

 

 Learning language through detailed analysis of grammar rules ; 

 Reading and writing are the major focus;  

 Vocabulary selection is based on reading texts; 

 Words are taught through dictionary study, memorization and bilingual word lists; 

 Translation is a central technique.  

 

DIRECT METHOD 

 

This approach is also known as the 'oral' or 'natural' method, originated around the 1900s as 

an alternative to the traditional grammatical translation method. At this time, teachers were 

starting to experiment with teaching and educational models as previous techniques were 

failing to improve spoken communication. The focus is on good pronunciation, with 

spontaneous use of the language, no translation, and little grammar analysis.  

 

This Method is based on the direct involvement of the student when speaking, and listening 

to, the foreign language in common everyday situations. Consequently, there is lots of oral 

interaction, spontaneous use of the language, no translation, and little if any analysis of 
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grammar rules and syntax. The focus of the lessons is on good pronunciation, often 

introducing learners to phonetic symbols before they see standard writing examples. This 

method continues to provoke interest and enthusiasm today, but it is not an easy methodology 

to use in a classroom situation. It requires small classes and high student motivation, and in 

the artificial environment of a classroom, it is difficult to generate natural situations of 

understanding and guarantee sufficient practice for everyone. However, variants of this 

method have been developed where the teacher allows limited explanations in the student's 

native language and explains some grammar rules to correct common errors a student may 

make when speaking. The situation is no better even at the college level as Robert Bellarmine 

observes,  

 

“The most serious problem in the teaching of English in our country is the 

appallingly small quantity and atrociously poor quality of English to which 

our learners are exposed.”  

 

AUDIO- LINGUAL METHOD 

 

This approach to learning is similar to the Direct Method, in that the lesson takes place 

entirely in the target language. This method was widely used in the 1950s and 1960s, and the 

emphasis was not on the understanding of words, but rather on the acquisition of structures 

and patterns in common everyday dialogue. These patterns are elicited, repeated and tested 

until the responses, given by the student in the foreign language are automatic. 

 

Some characteristics of this method are:  

 

 Drills are used to teach structural patterns ; 

 Set phrases are memorized with a focus on intonation;  

 Grammatical explanations are kept to a minimum ; 

 Vocabulary is taught in context ; 

 Audio-visual aids are used ; 

 Focus is on pronunciation ; 

 Correct responses are positively reinforced immediately 

 

Audio-lingual Method is still in use today, though normally as a part of individual lessons 

rather than as the foundation of the course. But this extensive memorization, repetition and 

over-learning of patterns were the key to the method's success, as students could often see 

immediate results, but it was also its weakness. The method's insistence on repetition and 

memorization of standard phrases ignored the role of context and knowledge in language 

learning. As the study of linguistics developed, it was discovered that language was not 

acquired through a process of habit formation, and that errors were not necessarily bad. It was 

http://www.tjtaylor.net/english/teaching-method-audio-lingual
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also claimed that the methodology did not deliver an improvement in communicative ability 

that lasted over the long term. 

 

COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE TEACHING (CLT) 

 

It is also called, the modern standard method. Communicative language learning is an 

engaging development in the field of ancient language acquisition.  It opens numerous 

opportunities for creative instruction, and may serve to captivate students and teachers alike 

for years to come. This Method is in reality an umbrella term - a broad approach rather than a 

specific teaching methodology, and has now become the accepted standard in English 

language teaching.  

 

Margie S. Berns, an expert in the field of communicative language teaching, writes in 

explaining Firth's view that "language is interaction; it is interpersonal activity and has a clear 

relationship with society. In this light, language study has to look at the use (function) of 

language in context, both its linguistic context (what is uttered before and after a given piece 

of discourse) and its social, or situational, context (who is speaking, what their social roles 

are, why they have come together to speak)".  

 

This Communicative approach emphasizes the ability to communicate the message in terms 

of its meaning, instead of concentrating exclusively on grammatical perfection or phonetics. 

Therefore, the understanding of the second language is evaluated in terms of how much the 

learners have developed their communicative abilities and competencies.  

 

The Communicative Language Teaching method has various characteristics that distinguish it 

from previous methods:  

 

    Understanding occurs through active student interaction in the foreign language ; 

    Teaching occurs by using authentic English texts; 

   Students not only learn the second language but they also learn strategies for 

  understanding ; 

   Importance is given to learners' personal experiences and situations, which are 

  considered as an invaluable contribution to the content of the lessons; 

 Using the new language in unrehearsed contexts creates learning opportunities outside   

the classroom . 

 

The most common educational model applied in the context of the Communicative Method is 

the Functional-Notional approach, which emphasizes the organization of the syllabus. This 

breaks down the use of language into Five functional categories that can be more easily 

analyzed: personal (feelings, etc.), interpersonal (social and working relationships), directive 

(influencing others), referential (reporting about things, events, people or language itself), 

http://www.tjtaylor.net/english/teaching-method-communicative-clt
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and imaginative (creativity and artistic expression). These five broad functions are, then 

delivered by the teacher in the classroom using the '3 Ps' teaching model, which stand for 

Presentation, Practice and Production. 

 

Presentation: The new grammar structure is presented, often by means of a conversation or 

short text. The teacher explains the new structure and checks students’ comprehension of it. 

 

Practice: Students practice, using the new structure in a controlled context, through drills or 

substitution exercises. 

 

Production: Students practice, using the new structure in different contexts, often using their 

own content or information, in order to develop fluency with the new pattern. 

 

Today the professional language teacher has a good grounding in the various techniques and 

new approaches, and they know and understand the history and evolution of teaching 

methodologies. The modern teacher will in fact use a variety of methodologies and 

approaches, choosing techniques from each method that they consider effective and applying 

them according to the learning context and objectives. They prepare their lessons to facilitate 

the understanding of the new language being taught and do not rely on one specific best 

method.  

 

ENGLISH FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES 

 

In the earlier days, English was just like a Library language, but now that notion has changed 

totally. At present, the challenges visible before the English language teachers are diverse and 

it is necessary for them to shape up accordingly to meet the demands of the day. It plays a 

vital part in every profession with respect its importance and demand. Every profession has 

its own professional terminology, which is used frequently in that particular profession. So, it 

would be more efficient to teach them the specific kinds of language and communicative 

skills needed for particular roles, (For example, certain terms used by the doctors, lawyers, 

engineer, flight attendant, pilot, biologist etc) rather than just to concentrate on more general 

English. This led to the discipline of needs analysis – the use of observation, surveys, 

interviews, situation analysis, and analysis of language samples collected in different settings 

– in order to determine the kinds of communication learners would need to master if they 

were in specific occupational or educational roles and the language features of particular 

settings. The focus of needs analysis is to determine the specific characteristics of a language 

when it is used for specific rather than general purposes. Such differences might include: 

 

 Differences in vocabulary choice 

 Differences in grammar  

 Differences in the kinds of texts 
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commonly occurring 

 Differences in functions 

 Differences in the need for particular skills 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

To meet the present day challenges in teaching English, first, English should not be treated as 

a subject as it is to be used actively in interacting with one another throughout the world. By 

using conventional methods, maximum portion of class time will be wasted in exercises and 

drilling, dealing with grammar and pronunciation, which takes away a large portion of class 

time. These methods were mostly used to develop basic skills of language learning such as 

Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing, but by following these methods, listening and 

speaking skills were neglected, as students cannot put their language in practice. In the era of 

competitive world, where the majority of the students are attempting GRE & TOEFL, good 

listening and speaking skills become an absolute necessity. According to academic research, 

linguists have demonstrated that there is no one single best method for everyone in all 

contexts, and that no one method is inherently superior to the other methods i.e. listed above. 

Also, it is not always possible - or appropriate - to apply the same methodology to all 

learners, who have different objectives, environments and learning needs. A few more things 

can be incorporated into this teaching approach to maximize the learning benefits for the 

students. First, encourage students to discuss about the material in small groups and 

eventually discuss that with the entire class. Second, prepare some questions related to the 

listening material for the students to discuss. Third, introduce the use of body language in 

class. By integrating the above concepts and teaching points with the innovative approach 

reported above, a teacher can successfully lead English conversation classes of any size. 

Moreover, it can make out that the Information and communication technology (ICT) has 

made many innovations in the field of teaching and made a drastic change from the old 

paradigm of teaching and learning.   In addition to these, our faculty too should update their 

knowledge, skills and should acquire thoroughness over their syllabus to meet the demands of 

globalization since English is seen as a key educational investment in this world. If provided 

with the latest language teaching tools and with the support of technology, one can teach the 

language effectively and motivate the students towards language learning.                                    

In the new paradigm of learning, the role of student is more important than teachers. The 

concepts of paperless and pen less classroom are emerging as an alternative to the old 

teaching learning method. Now days, there is democratization of knowledge and the role of 

the teacher is changing to that of facilitator. Its need to has interactive teaching and this 

changing role of education is inevitable with the introduction of multimedia technology and 

the spawning of a technologically- perceptive generation of youths. 
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