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ABS | RACT

Narrative is a piece of writing that tells a story. It means a story and-s¢tigr are the two

important aspects of any narrative. In terms of narratology, a story teller is a narrator and

what he or she tells is aarrative. In other words, a narrative is the fictional world in which
narrated events take place. The title of the
narrativesodo that offers two differ elfistthemeanin
same story from different points of view. On the other hand, the term refers to the narrative,
which tells several different stories narrated by the solitary voice or multiple narrators.

Julian Barnesd Fl aubert 6s gsPaa it offers thedstory é/dmo s e s
different points of view and at the same time, the novel narrates four different stories.
Multiplicity is one of the features of postmodernism and by using this feature Julian Barnes
wants to subvert the established ideasiliEait was considered that there must be a single

and an objective truth. There must be grand narratives that govern the other things. Julian
Barnes subverts these ideas by using the postmodern technique of multiplicity to show the
idea of subjective tth and the concept of miniarratives. Therefore, the present paper
intends to under st anatiyes B postmadsrdconteste mul t i pl e n
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Introduction -

Jul i an FBamumeasrd @384) B highly experimental novel that ignites debate

about its form among the literary scholars. Many scholars do not label the book as novel.
There is naconsistencyin t s wr i ting styl e arheésingldhfermdi ook dc
literature. The titleFl a u b Barrdt éxposes itself that the novel is about the parrot which

was owned by the famous French author Guestaubert in the pastdowever, all the

chapters in the novel do not telbout the mystery dhe parrot, though the whelnarrative is

DIGAMBAR S. KULKARNI 1Page

Vol 2, Issue3 www.puneresearch.co




PUNE RESEARCH issN 2454-3454

An International Journal in English Vol 2, Issue 3

based on the narr at orstuedparfof. We read abbut tekeargstecyh i n g
of the parrot in the first chapter and after that we do not come across to a single line about the
parrot in the following chapters until we reattte last chaptefThus, the book begins as a
detective story but doesno6t f olhHdetween thehfisst t r a d
and last chapter, the narrator tells a number of stories aboowvhis i f e , his wifebo
the life of Gugav Flaubert. In short, the novel contains multiple stoties$act, the narrator

Geoffrey Braithwaite declares that he wants to tell three stories:

|
S

Three stories contained within me. One about Flaubert, one about Ellen, one about

myself. My own isthe i mp | e st of the threee. My wi f e
more urgent ; yet it resists that tooé. E
reason why | am telling-8)ou Flaubertds st

So this declaration provides a hint to the readbat what they are going to read throughout

the book. However, Julian Barnes, the author
very beginning of the novel. He has useddias redechnique that jumbles reader in the

middle of the bookMoreower, the author has employed narrative techniques such as multi

plot narratives, multvoiced narrations, multiperspectivism, temporal distortions, generic
hybridism and juxtaposition to show the postmodern skepticiseh.us see the each story in

detail.

a) Search for an Authentic Bird: The First Story-lineof Fl aubert 6s Parrot

Geoffrey Braithwaite, the narrator 6f1 a u b e r t \isged tReaplaceonamed Rouén

France to understand the life and works of fdm@ous French author Gustave FlaubEk.

stayed there for five days and visited a number of plasssciated with Gustave Flaubert.

On the third day of his stay in RoudBeoffrey Braithwaitevent to the HoteDieu museum

where he sawhe stuffed parrot in a small alcove and reads the inscriptiothe perch:
AParrot borrowed by G. FIl aubert from the Mu
during the writing ofUN Coeur Simplé 6 (1 6the.fifth @ay of his stay he visited

Croisset, dar-flung village where he found he r e ma i n shousé.tlisfherathadb er t 6
Braithwaite cameaoss the second parrotandréath e s ame | i ne on its p
parrot, which Flaubert had borrowed from the museum of Rouen for the writithy Gbeur

Simple& ( Phiis) the second parrot and sameripson on the percibecamehe cause of

his search for an authentic birfihe problem of authenticity confused Braithwaite and he

started his project of finding out the true bird. He wanted to disclose an imposter bird also.
However, the narrator goes ayvBiom the project of finding out the authentic birdrh the

second chaptesind comego this search only in the last chapteteanwhile, he tells about

the life of Flaubert, his owhfe andhiswi f e 6 s However,rheg is not successful in his
searcrof t he authentic bird. He compares these
of Loulou and finalizes the hotel Dieu bird is an authentic one. But this seems an illusion as

he meets M. Lucien Andrieu who provides further possible interpretatdnd_ucien
expressed hisviews theth e st uf fed bird doesndét keep the
There may ba possibility of keeping the stuffed bird according to the description in order to

show that this is the only bird that Flaubert usedemhriting the story. Geoffreraithwaite
understood his mistake. He tried to solve t
the mysteryThe novel ends with the line: 'Perhaps it was one of them' (190). As soon as the
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first chapter ends, theeaders along with the narrator go away from the narrative line of
mysterious bird.By rejecting the traditional form of detective story and using multiple
perspectives irF | a u b e r t, duian Baanesr shaws the inaccessibility of an objective

truth. Bra t hwai t edés failure in searching an aut h
interpretations about stuffed birds reveal that there is no single and an objectiv®trath

cannot achieve objective truth but can make possible interpretations oftthe tru

b) Biography of Gustave Flaubert:The Second Storylineof F| auber t 6s Parrot

Though the noveF| auber t 09 84)r rmpegi ns as a kind of
follow the features of detective story forffrom the second chapter to the therith chapter,

the readers are exposedRid aubert 6és | iterary career, his
love for animalsThe second chapter &6Chronologyé reco
Gustave Flaubertodos | i f e. préSents bidgraghigal iffarnaation h wa i t

of Flaubert. Again it is not a full biography. It is a selective biography presented in three
different versions. The firsthronology tells about | a u b e r t ahd hishappydifetises
secondchronologyis about hisdilure and in the thirdhronology Flaubert appears himself.
Julian Barnesd has introduced three differer
an absolute history or the past is not possible to depict. Traditionally, biography tells the

whole life of the personality. However, according to Julian Barnes there may be possibilities

of i nterpretations or versions of oneds | i fe
third chronology shows that the authors of biography are not abledal rine whole life of

the historical person. There may be some hidden truths which are only known to the person
himself about whom the author is writing.

c) Story of Geoffrey Braithwaite: The Third Story-lineof Fl auber t 6 s Parr ot

Geoffrey Braithwaite dlls the story of his own life that constitutes the third narrative.
Throughout the book, the narrator juxtaposegphbisonal storyHis own story consists of his
profession, his ambition and his relationship with his wife, EBraithwaite is a doctoand

wants to be a writer. Furthere Iprojects himself as a literary scholde expresses his views

on literary forms and the nature of past. In order to explain his views on the nature of the
past, Braithwaite recounts his personal experience.

When | wa a medical student, some pranksters at the end of term dance released into
the hall a piglet, which had been smeared with grease. It squirmed between legs,
evaded capture, squealed a lot. People fell over trying to grasp it, and were made to
look ridiculous in the process. The past often seems to behave like that piglet. (14)

Geoffrey Braithwaite brings his wife, Ellen into focus in the thirteenth chapher.chapter

OPure Storyod6 recounts the story of EIwkends ¢
learn that Braithwaite is a doctor, cuckold and widower. So the novel becomes the
autobiography of the narratolGe of fr ey Braithwaiteos act o f
juxtaposes the life story of the famous author Gustave Flaubert. By using thejtecbhi

parallelism or juxtaposition, Julian Barnes claims that autobiography should not be only

of the historical and famous persons. It should be of marginalized people like Braithwaite and
Ellen.
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d) Story of Louise Colet The Fourth Story-lineof FIl auber t 6s Parr ot

The novel contains one more story and this time it is about Louise Cloléhe eleventh
chapter titl ed ¢ |GedffreysBraith@aitddisapp@arsand/ leovise iColet 6

starts to tell the story of her love affair with Gustddaubert. The chapter begins with
Louise Coletds expression: ANow hear my sto
relations with Gustave Flaubert. She exposes how Flaubert was coarse in sexual relations
with prostitutes. h&itlatingtherlby \8ng &t speakirgill bfthertoa ct
his friends. She concludekat Gustave was a difficult man to loveis here for the first

time; Julian Barnes introduces another narrator to tell the story in place of Geoffrey
Braithwaite. It happend because the author doesnot beli
course Geoffrey Braithwaite doesnodt know e\
Flaubert. The sad story Louise Colet presents another view about Flaubert.

Conclusion
Jul i an prBjection ef andltiple narratives ik | a u bRamot r@veals some of the
ideas of post moderni s m. Geoffrey Braithwait

bird is the typical example of postmodern notion of truthe Truth is subjective one and
cannot be finalized.After all reality is a human constructio®ne cannot find an objective
truth. However, one can able to make various interpretations of theBguthiserting the life
stories of minor characters along with the famous author Gustauwédft, Julian Barnes
intends to show one more postmodernist approach to the literary forms. Traditionally, we
know that the biographgnd autobiographghould tell the life story of very successful and
famous persons. However, this idea is subvertedis hook by putting the life story of
minor or less important personalities.
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